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Portsmouth Deaf Centre
Portsmouth Deaf Centre

126 Arundel Street
Fratton

Portsmouth
P01 1LX

Tel: 023 9282 0936
email: 

portsmouthdeaf@hotmail.com

For nearly 130 years, Portsmouth Deaf Centre has 
offered support to people who are hearing impaired.

Its origins lay in the church and through a dedicated 
team of volunteers and missionaries, it continuously 
helped those in need through social and spiritual 
guidance.  

Welfare work for the deaf and dumb in Portsmouth 
began in 1875. It was initially based in Aylesbury 
Terrace, a mission ran by the Winchester Diocesan.

Mr Richard Pearce, the � rst ordained deaf clergyman in 
the Church of England, founded Portsmouth Deaf Club 
in 1895 at his home, no 163, Victoria Road North. 

The club continued to thrive and in 1950, merged with 
the house next door to allow for larger premises.

It changed its name in 1980 to Portsmouth Deaf 
Association. By 1983, work was underway for new 
premises in Arundel Street, Fratton, where it remains 
today.

It was of� cially opened in November 1984, ironically, 
the same year that Aylesbury Terrace was � nally 
demolished.

Portsmouth Deaf Centre continues to help and support 
its members and welcomes new members to come 
along and see the changes that have taken place.

Their popular social events on Wednesday and 
Saturday evenings have included a visit by the former 
Lord Mayor of Portsmouth, Councillor Mike Blake.

Portsmouth Deaf Centre’s darts team are national 
champions, continuing the games and party traditions 
which helped to establish the centre, all those years 
before.
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